
1 
 

 AL-20/1/2021-AAIB 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BUREAU 
MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION 

SAFDARJUNG AIRPORT, NEW DELHI – 110003 
 

Date:  28 Apr 2021 

 

Circular for Empanelment of Subject Matter Experts for AAIB 

 

Sub: Empanelment of Subject Matter Experts in the Panel of Experts to be maintained 

by Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau – India 

  

 Applications are invited from interested candidates for empanelment as Subject 

Matter Experts in the panel of experts to be maintained by Aircraft Accident Investigation 

Bureau – India (AAIB). Interested candidates are required to go through the eligibility 

conditions. The candidate shall submit application in performa attached by e-mail to 

aaib.moca@nic.in by 30 May 2021, 1800 Hrs IST alongwith scanned self attested copies 

of certificates and supporting documents. An applicant may apply for more than one profile. 

Applicant shall clearly mention the category where he / she wish to apply vis-à-vis area(s) of 

expertise and category of aircraft where applicable on top of the application performa. 

Application received after due date and time shall be rejected and no communication in this 

regard will be entertained. Application received after 1800 Hrs IST of due date shall be 

rejected.   

1. Organisation Profile 

 AAIB, India investigates accidents and serious incidents related to aviation in India 

as stipulated in ICAO Annexure 13 and Aircraft (Investigation of Accidents and Incidents) 

Rules, 2017 as amended from time to time. AAIB, India consists of Government Officers 

appointed to AAIB and also “Subject Matter Experts” (SMEs) in their respective fields in 

aviation who are empanelled from time to time. 

 These experts having appropriate training and experience are utilized for the purpose 

of carrying out investigation into the causes of an accident / serious incident. In general, the 

subject matter experts would be required to assist the Investigator in Charge (IIC) in 

conducting investigations. AAIB, India is looking for personnel having expertise in their 

respective domains to recast the present Panel of Experts. 
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2. Job Description and Responsibility 

The experts shall be required to carry out investigation of aircraft accidents and serious  

incidents as Investigators, assisting the Investigator in Charge or Court of Inquiry whenever  

called upon to do so by the AAIB India or Govt. of India. These experts may also be 

nominated as Accredited Representatives of the AAIB India in International investigations, 

as applicable. The DG AAIB shall, at his sole discretion, appoint investigators depending 

upon the nature of accident /serious incident being investigated. 

3. Duration of Empanelment 

Initial duration of empanelment shall be 3 years and may be extended at the sole discretion 

of the DG AAIB. 

4. Remuneration 

Subject matter experts (SME) from the panel of experts (other than an officer of the   

Government) when appointed as Investigator, Accredited Representative or assessor to   

Court of Inquiry shall be paid remuneration as determined by the central government from   

time to time. No remuneration whatsoever will be paid for empanelment.  

5. Eligibility 

The eligibility criteria for areas of domain expertise required to be possessed by the experts 

to be empanelled is placed at Appendix ‘A’. 

6. Mandatory Requirements 

a) Candidate should not be above the age of 63 as of 01 Jul 2021 and must agree to 

serve AAIB panel for a minimum of 3 years. 

b) Candidate shall be required to self-certify that he/she is physically fit to carry  

out the accident investigation work. 

c) Candidate is required to give an undertaking that he/she would be available for 

investigation when called upon to do so by the AAIB. 

d) If employed with an operator, the operator (with whom they are employed) would 

also be required to provide an undertaking to this effect, in the interest of passenger 

safety. 
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7. Preferred Skills 

In addition to the above, the following criteria would be preferred. (ICAO Cir 298 AN/172) 

 understanding of the depth of investigation that is necessary in order for the  

investigation to conform with the legislation, regulations and other requirements of  

the State for which they are conducting the investigation, 

 knowledge of aircraft accident investigation techniques, 

 basic knowledge of most of the major air transport aircraft types that are operated in 

India, 

 understanding of aircraft operations and the relevant technical areas of aviation, 

 ability to obtain and manage the relevant technical assistance and resources 

required  to support the investigation,  

 ability to collect, document and preserve evidence, 

 ability to identify and analyze pertinent evidence in order to determine the causes 

and,  if appropriate, make safety recommendations, 

 the ability to write a final report that meets the requirements of the AAIB India as per 

ICAO Doc 9876. 

 

In addition to technical skills and experience, an accident investigator requires certain 

personal attributes. These attributes include integrity and impartiality in the recording of 

facts, ability to analyze facts in a logical manner; perseverance in pursuing the cause(s), 

often under difficult or trying conditions and tact in dealing with range of people who have 

been involved in the traumatic experience of an aircraft accident. 

 

8. Training  

The panel of experts once selected would undergo relevant training as provided by the 

AAIB from time to time. This training would include a wide variety of investigation subjects. 

The experts are expected to make themselves available for any such training in order to 

further enhance their skills. 
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Appendix ‘A’ 
                                                                                                                       Refer to Para 5 
Panel of Experts for AAIB 

S 

NO. 

Area of 

expertise 

Experience and qualification requirements in applicable area of 

expertise 

1. Pilots 

(Fixed wing) 

 ATPL Holder 

 Minimum15 years and 10,000 of accident free flying experience  

 Should have 5000 hours as PIC 

 TRI/DE on fixed wing aircraft. 

2. Pilots 

(Rotary 

Wing) 

 Should be an ATPL (H) holder / CHPL. 

 Minimum 15 Years and 3000 Hrs. of accident free flying 

experience. 

 Should have 2000 Hrs. as PIC. 

 Should have held an Instrument Rating for multi engine 

helicopters. 

 TRI/DE on rotary wing aircraft. 

3. QFI  CFI with a minimum of 5000 Hrs of total flying experience 

OR 

 CAT ‘A’ QFI of the Armed forces. 

 Minimum 750 Hrs of Instructional Flying experience. 

 Minimum of 2500 Hrs of Fighter Jet Flying experience / 
Minimum of 2500 Hrs of Rotary Wing flying experience / 

       Minimum of 5000 Hrs of Transport Aircraft flying experience. 

4. Engineering  Minimum 15 Years of experience with BE degree 

OR 

 Aircraft Maintenance Engineer with 15 yrs  

 Candidate having B1/B2 license on A320/B737/B777/B787 

/A330/ATR 42/72 would be preferred 

 Investigation experience is preferred 

5. Flight Safety  

 

 Formal training in Flight Data Monitoring 

 Minimum 5 years experience in the flight safety department of 

any scheduled airline 

 Minimum 3 years of experience in flight data monitoring and 

CVR analysis 
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6. Human 

Factors 

 Possess a Master's degree in Psychology and qualified in HFs 

 Minimum 5 years experience as a psychologist 

OR 
 Have Formal training in Human Factors Accident Investigation 

7. Aviation   

Medicine 

 A Doctor qualified in Aviation medicine with a minimum of 5 

years experience 

8. Flight  

Dispatcher 

 DGCA Approved Flight Dispatcher with a minimum of 15 years 
experience 

OR 
 A pilot with ATPL having 10 years experience in Airline 

operation 

9. Air Traffic 

Control 

 Minimum 15 years of experience as an Air Traffic controller with 

all ATC ratings  

10. Instrument 

Approach 

Design 

 A minimum of 10 years experience 

 Must have undergone a formal course on Instrument Approach 

Procedure(IAP) design 

11. Aerodrome  Minimum 10 years of experience in aerodrome design, 

development, maintenance and operations of aerodromes 

#     Preferred formal training in aerodrome design 

12. Meteorology  Must possess a degree in meteorology 

 Must have a minimum of 10 years experience in aviation 

Meteorology. 

13. Aircraft 

Accident 

Investigation  

 

 Should possess Bachelor Degree in Aeronautical Engineering 

or be a pilot. 

 Minimum 10 years of experience in Air Accident Investigation. 

 Should have taken part in at least three aircraft accident 

investigations (including one major aircraft crash investigation). 

 Should have undergone course in Aircraft Accident 

Investigation. 

14. Legal  Must possess a bachelor’s degree in Law 

 3 years aviation experience 

  Possess good knowledge of all regulations related to aviation in 

India and Globally. 
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 PANEL OF SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTS FOR AAIB 

REFERENCE: (ICAO Cir 298 AN/172) 

Expert / Specialist. A person invited to participate in an investigation, on the basis of his or 

her specialized knowledge, skills or experience. 

Such States should train appropriately qualified personnel in accident investigation 

techniques required to participate in or to conduct an aircraft accident investigation. When 

assigned to an accident investigation, such personnel should be relieved of their regular 

duties for the duration of the investigation. 

 Normally, a small team or even a single investigator conducts the investigation of an 

accident involving a general aviation or small commuter aircraft. In these investigations, it is 

desirable for an operations investigator to have some technical experience and for an 

engineering investigator to have some experience as a pilot. In addition, the investigators 

should have a comprehensive understanding of the interrelationship of each of the 

supporting services that are necessary to operate an aircraft in the aviation environment. 

 Since the outcome of an accident investigation is largely dependent upon the 

aviation knowledge, skills and experience of the assigned aircraft accident investigators, 

they should have: 

 

 an understanding of the depth of investigation that is necessary in order for the 

investigation to conform with the legislation, regulations and other requirements of 

the State for which they are conducting the investigation; 

 knowledge of aircraft accident investigation techniques; 

 an understanding of aircraft operations and the relevant technical areas of aviation; 

 the ability to obtain and manage the relevant technical assistance and resources 

required to support the investigation; 

 the ability to collect, document and preserve evidence; 

 the ability to identify and analyze pertinent evidence in order to determine the causes 

and,  if appropriate, make safety recommendations; and 

 The ability to write a final report that meets the requirements of the accident 

investigation authority of the State conducting the investigation. 

 

 In addition to technical skills and experience, an accident investigator requires 

certain personal attributes. These attributes include integrity and impartiality in the recording 

of facts; ability to analyze facts in a logical manner; perseverance in pursuing inquiries, 
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often under difficult or trying conditions; and tact in dealing with a wide range of people who 

have been involved in the traumatic experience of  an aircraft accident. 

 

 Additional Training. Investigators may be called upon to investigate accidents 

involving a variety of aircraft types. It is impracticable to train an investigator on each of the 

aircraft types that he may encounter. Nevertheless, investigators should have a basic 

knowledge of most of the major air transport aircraft types that are operated in their State. It 

is therefore recommended that investigators attend aircraft type courses on the most 

common aircraft types used by the airlines in their State.  Preferably, such aircraft type 

courses should include specialized technology transport category aircraft (i.e. aircraft 

equipped with a glass cockpit, fly-by-wire systems and aircraft which contain composite 

materials in their structure). There is no need for each investigator to attend type courses on 

all the large aircraft types used in their State. Training on the various aircraft types can be 

shared equitably among the investigators. For example, one investigator could be trained 

on one or two large aircraft types and another investigator on other aircraft types. 

Investigators with a technical or engineering background could attend the aircraft type 

courses for technical/maintenance personnel. Similarly, investigators with a pilot 

background could attend the aircraft type courses for pilots which could include introductory 

flight training in a flight simulator.  

 

 

 

 

DG, AAIB 
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BIO-DATA 
APPLYING FOR:                                   

 
 

(Attach additional sheet, if required) 
 
 
 

(SIGNATURE WITH DATE) 
 

1. NAME First name                       Middle name                   Surname 

2. DATE OF BIRTH Day                                   Month                              Year 

3. AGE AS ON 01.07.2021 Years: -                                                                      Months: - 

4. LICENSE DETAILS WITH 

VALIDITY 

 

5. MEDICAL FITNESS STATUS Attach self declaration medical fitness certificate 

6. EXPERIENCE  

7. COURSES UNDERGONE  

8. DETAILS OF ANY ENQUIRY 

(PENDING / SETTLED) 

 

9. EMAIL ADDRESS   

10. MOBILE NUMBER    

11. ANY OTHER DETAILS YOU 

WOULD LIKE TO SHARE 

 


